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8:30 a.m. Breakfast 
 
9:00 a.m. Introduction 
 
9:30-12:00 p.m. Session I : 
 History, Culture, and the 
 Emergence of Nationalism 

 
Rudi Matthee 
University of Delaware 
 
Sarah Shields 
Univ. of North Carolina/Chapel Hill 
 
Freder ick Anscombe 
University of London, Birkbeck 
 
Discussant: William Ochsenwald 
Virginia Tech 
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12:00-2:00 p.m. Lunch 
 
2:00-4:00 p.m. Session I I : 

Oil, Politics, and Diplomacy 
 
Rober t Vitalis 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
Isam al-Khafaj i 
University of Amsterdam 
 
Rosemar ie Said Zahlan 
Hon. Fellow, University of Exeter 
 
Discussant: Lawrence Potter  
Columbia University 

 
 

4:00-6:00 p.m.  Break 
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6:00-8:00 p.m. 
 
Keynote Address: 
Gary Sick 
Columbia University 
 
“The United States and the 
Persian Gulf Wars”  
 
 
 
 
 
 
8:00-10:00 p.m. 
Dinner (by invitation) 
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8:30 a.m. Breakfast 
 
9:00-11:00 p.m. Session I I I : 
 L iterature and the Gulf 

 
Far iba Adelkhah, 
CERI/Sciences-Politiques, Paris 
 
Abdul Aziz al-Fahad 
Lawyer/Independent Scholar 
 
Thomas Ricks 
University of Pennsylvania 
 
Or it Bashkin 
University of Chicago 
 
Discussant: Pardis M inuchehr  
University of Pennsylvania 

 
11:00-11:30 a.m. Break 
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11:30-1:30 p.m. Session IV: 

Cultural Flux &  International 
Ramifications of Boundary Disputes 
 

Gideon Biger  
Tel Aviv University 
 
Elizabeth Bishop 
Univ. of North Carolina/ Wilmington 
 
Richard Schofield 
King’s College, University of London 
 
Discussant: Firoozeh Kashani-Sabet 
University of Pennsylvania 
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The Department of History and the Middle East Center at the University of Pennsylvania  
and the Gulf/2000 Project at Columbia University 

Present 

BORDERS, BATTLES, AND CULTURAL BONDS: 
A Histor ical and Political Perspective on Gulf Societies 
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October 7-8, 2005 

 
On the 25th anniversary of the First 
Gulf War between Iraq and Iran, 

experts from Europe, the Middle East 
and the United States will explore the 
creation of borders in the Middle East 

and their political, economic, and 
cultural ramifications. 

 
 


